D’ARCY MAHON, ESQ. 



RETURN of the Papers relating to the Retirement Allowance 
granted to D'Arcy Mahon , Esq., upon the Consolidation of the Board 
of Stamps in Great Britain and Ireland , and of the other Provisional 
Commissioners of Stamps in Ireland; and of the Principle on 
which said Retired Allowances were calculated; and of the 
several Places or Offices, with the Emoluments thereof, to which any 
of the said Provisional Commissioners have been promoted. 



LETTER from D’Arcy Mahon, Esq. to the Lords Commissioners of the Treasury. 

23, Dover-street. Piccadilly, 3 December 1 827. 

MY LORDS, 

Y OUR Lordships having been pleased to notify to me, in Mr. Frankland Lewis’s 
letter of the 30th ult., that the arrangements which have been made with 
respect to the Stamp Department prevent your Lordships from complying with my 
request to be appointed one of the Commissioners of Stamps in England ; I beg 
permission to observe, that this is a result which I could not have anticipated, when 
I recollected that on the consolidation of the Boards of Customs and Excise, your 
Lordships had transferred two commissioners from each of those departments to 
the English Boards, and none of those four commissioners had been employed in 
the collection of His Majesty’s Revenue half the time that I had : my confidence 
of succeeding in my application to your Lordships for a seat at the English Board 
of Stamps was still further strengthened by the 7th and 8th of Geo. 4, c. 55, 
which your Lordships will perceive is entitled “ An Act to Consolidate the Boards 
of Stamps in Great Britain and Ireland.” However, as your Lordships’ arrange- 
ment has extinguished my expectations on that head, I beg leave most respectfully 
to request that your Lordships may be pleased to take my long and faithful services 
into consideration, and to grant me such provision as your Lordships shall deem 
just, in the 68th year of my age, after having served from the 15th of May 1792, 
to the 5th of October 1827, in the Stamp Department, and from three to four 
years previously in the Excise. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) D’Arcy Mahon. 



LETTER from the Commissioners of Stamps to the Lords Commissioners of 
His Majesty’s Treasury. 

My Lords, Stamp Office, 14th February 1828. 

We have had the honour to receive Mr. Hill’s letter of the 15th December last, 
transmitting to us, by the desire of your Lordships, four letters (herewith returned) 
from Mr. D’Arcy Mahon, one of the Commissioners of the late Provisional Board 
of Stamps in Ireland, and desiring that we should report such particulars of the 
nature and duration of Mr. Mahon’s public services, and of the salary and emolu- 
ments which he received immediately prior to his appointment as a temporary 
Commissioner of Stamps in Ireland, as also of the salary which he received as Com- 
missioner, as would enable your Lordships to determine upon the amount of retired 
allowance which it might be proper to grant to him. 
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We have accordingly the honour to report to your Lordships that Mr. Mahon 
entered the Stamp Office on the 15th May 1792, as Chief Clerk in the Comptroller’s 
Department, and was promoted to be an Inspector of Stamp Duties on the 1 8th 
December 1 794, in which situation he continued until the month of February 1 824, 
when he was appointed one of the Commissioners of the late Provisional Board of 
Stamps in Ireland. Prior to Mr. Mahon’s last appointment, his salary as Inspector 
was 276 1. 185. 5 * <Lper annum, and in addition thereto he was entitled to an allow- 
ance, at the rate of one guinea per day for travelling expenses, provided the whole 
did not exceed annually the sum of 184/. 125. 3d., and his salary as a temporary 
Commissioner of Stamps, 'from February 182410 5th October 1827, when the 
Irish Board was dissolved, was 646 1 . 

Mr. Mahon, previously to his entering the Stamp Department, held the situation 
of Collector of Hearth Money in the Excise, as appears by a letter from Mr.Woodlev, 
Secretary to the Board of Excise in Ireland, of which we beg leave to enclose a 
copy. 

We have, &c. 

(signed) J. Stewart. 

W. J. Montague . 

Edw. Saurin. 



EXTRACT of Treasury Minute, dated 11th March 1828, on the foregoing 
Report of the Commissioners of Stamps. 

Transmit the Report to the Commissioners of Revenue Inquiry, and request 
that they will favour this Board with their opinion, with the least possible delay, as 
to the nature and extent of the services performed by Mr. D’Arcy Mahon, in order 
that my Lords may thereby be enabled to form their judgment as to the amount of 
superannuation allowance to which that gentleman may be fairly entitled. 



LETTER from T. C. Harrison, Esq. to G. R. Dawson, Esq. 

Sir, Office of Revenue Inquiry, Cannon-row, 24 March 1828. 

In reply to your letter of the 14th instant, intimating the wish of the Lords 
Commissioners of His Majesty’s Treasury to receive from the Commissioners 
of Revenue Inquiry their opinion as to the nature and extent of the services of 
Mr. DArcy Mahon, lately one of the Provisional Commissioners of Stamps in 
Ireland, I am directed by the Commissioners of Revenue Inquiry to acquaint you, 
lor the information of their Lordships, that shortly after the first arrival of the 
Commissioners in Dublin, 1821, Mr. Mahon introduced himself to their President, 
offering to afford important information respecting the general .administration of 
the Department of Stamps, in which he intimated that there would be found to 
exist much abuse, notwithstanding the recent inquiry to which it had been subjected 
in the year 1819. The attention of the Commissioners being at that time occupied 
by their investigations into the other Revenue Departments of Ireland, Mr. Mahon 
was informed that an examination of the nature of his proposed disclosures could 
not at that time take place. 

On the return of the Commissioners to Dublin in 1823, Mr. Mahon again waited 
upon their President, stating himself to be prepared to substantiate the information 
formerly given, and added, that the abuses he had referred to had been permitted 
, evail with the knowledge of the Commissioners of Stamps ; and in support of 
hr-t statements, he left in the hands of the President a variety of papers and docu- 
ments, which were laid before the Commissioners of Revenue Inquiry. 

The Commissioners having at the same time received information from other 
quarters, confirmatory in some respects of the statements of Mr. Mahon, and also 
pointing out other important objects of inquiry, applied themselves to a minute 
examination into the conduct of the Board of Stamps and of the various offices 
under it, directing their attention especially to the developement of the several 
abuses of which information as above stated had been communicated to them. In 
this examination they were occupied the greater part of two months, and during 
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that period they were in constant communication with Mr. Mahon, who was re- 
tamed m Dublin in consequence of the express requisition of the Commissioners, 
and who, they have every reason to believe, assisted tliese inquiries to the utmost 
ot his ability. 

. Ror Rie particulars of the nature and results of those inquiries, and of the 
important effects which they have already had, and may be further expected to 
pro uce on the interests of the Revenue, the Commissioners beg leave to refer to 
iij “ and 17th Re P orts# rece ntly submitted to their Lordships ; and they feel 
called upon to add, that to the establishment of the strong case of mal-administra- 
tion which (as they conceive) is made out in those Reports against the principal 
o cers of the late Board of Stamps, they consider the information and assist- 
^fbuted ° rded ^ Mr ' Mah ° n t0 have ’ in some * m P°rtant points, materially con- 

The Commissioners of Revenue Inquiry find, on application to the present 
.Board ot stamps in London, that the emoluments received by Mr. Mahon during 
the time that he was placed in charge of the office of the Dublin Distributor, were 
confined to the amount of the per-centage on the sales of stamps made by him 
uring that period, and which, according to the usual course of office, would have 
been equally received by any other officer or inspector to whom, on the default 
established against the Dublin Distributor, his office might have been committed. 

Ihe Commissioners also understand that Mr. Mahon asserts a claim to a further 
per-centage on the balance established against the Dublin Distributor. This claim 
appears to be founded on the 24th section of the Act of 56 Geo. 3, c. 56, which 
directs the per-centage forfeited by the distributor in default to be paid, at the dis- 
cretion of the Commissioners of Stamps, to such of their officers as shall first give 
information of the detention of any balance w hich ought to have been paid into the 
office. Mr. Mahon states, that his claim to this allowance was rejected by the late 
Board of Stamps, on the ground that on the occasion when the default was dis- 
covered he was employed by the Commissioners of Revenue Inquiry, and not by 
the Commissioners ot Stamps. The Commissioners of Revenue Inquiry cannot 
admit the justice of the refusal on the grounds thus stated, as by reference to their 
c 1 Re P or *’ R be found that they explicitly required from the Commissioners 
of Stamps that all official proceedings during the course of their inquiries should be 
considered as taking place under the usual authority of the acting commissioner of 
the department. In making this statement, however, the Commissioners of Revenue 
Inquiry beg to be distinctly understood as not interfering, in other respects, w ith 
the discretion which, in the case in question, is by law vested in the Commissioners 
of Stamps. 

Under the facts and circumstances above stated, I am directed, in conclusion, to 
express the opinion of the Commissioners of Revenue Inquiry, that the application 
of Mr. D’Arcy Mahon for a superannuation allow ance may (independently of his 
claim from length of service) be recommended to the favourable consideration of 
their Lordships. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) T. Cha * Harrison. 



COPY of Treasury Minute, dated 15th April 1828. 

3704. Read Report of Commissioners of Stamps, dated 25th February 1828, 
upon the letter of Mr. D’Arcy Mahon, respecting a sum 133 l. 2 s. 11 \d. charged 
against him in the public accounts. 

5240. Read also a Report from the Secretary to the Commissioners of Revenue 
Inquiry, dated 24th March 1828, in reply to a letter of 14th instant, respecting 
services of Mr. D’Arcy Mahon, lately one of the Provisional Commissioners of 
Stamps in Ireland. 

Upon a full consideration of the several applications of Mr. D’Arcy Mahon, and 
adverting to the strong testimony which has been given of the general merits of his 
services, my Lords are disposed to extend to him every favourable indulgence which 

they 



338. 



* See Nos. 7 & 8, of the Parliamentary Papers of i8b8. 
A 2 • 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




4 



PAPERS RELATING TO THE 



they can c6nsistently bestow, both in regard to the allowances which he claims, and 
to the compensation to be granted to him upon the abolition of his office as In- 
spector of Stamps in Ireland ; but they do not feel that they should, in granting 
him compensation for the loss of his office, be warranted in taking into their con- 
sideration the appointment which he temporarily held as a Commissioner of Stamps 
in Ireland, which was, when he was appointed to that office, intended to be con- 
tinued only until the business of the Stamp Department in Ireland could be placed 
under the management of the Commissioners of Stamps in England ; nor can they, 
in granting to him compensation for the loss of his office as Inspector of Stamps in 
Ireland, take into their consideration the allowance which he received for travelling 
expenses, that allowance having been granted to cover an expense which he was 
under the necessity of incurring. 

Write to the Commissioners of Stamps accordingly, and authorize them, under 
the circumstances, to relieve Mr. D’Arcy Mahon from the payment of the sum of 
132/. 2 s. 1 1 i d. adverted to in their Report of the 25th February last. Transmit 
also to the Commissioners of Stamps a copy of the letter of the Commissioners of 
Revenue Inquiry of the 24th March 1828, and authorize them to pay to Mr. Mahon 
such further commission as he would have been entitled to or might have received 
under the Act 56 Geo. 3, c. 56, as the forfeited poundage of the preceding dis- 
tributor, if he had been placed in charge of the Dublin district by the Commis- 
sioners of Stamps, my Lords apprehending that Mr. D’Arcy Mahon must be con- 
sidered as having been employed by the Commissioners of Stamps, and not by the 
Commissioners of Revenue Inquiry. Authorize them also to place Mr. D Arcy 
Mahon upon the compensation list of their department, as late Inspector of Stamps, 
at an allowance of 207/. per annum, being nearly g/i2ths of the salary of 
276 1 . 185. 5 \d. attached to that situation, and which is the largest proportion of 
the salary my Lords can feel themselves warranted in granting for a period of 
service exceeding 35 years. 

Acquaint Mr. D’Arcy Mahon with the directions my Lords have given. 



COPY of Treasury Minute, dated 20th July 1830. 

12010. Read a further letter from Mr. D’Arcy Mahon, dated 14th May last, 
requesting that his retired allowance may be increased, as late Provisional Com-, 
missioner of Stamps in Ireland. 

Write to Mr. D’Arcy Mahon, acquainting him that the Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer has laid before the Board his letter of the 14th May last, requesting an 
increase to his retired allowance, and that his claim to be superannuated as a Com- 
missioner of Stamps has been long since fully considered and disposed of. Acquaint 
him also that his present claim to a higher rate of retired allowance, in respect of his 
former office of Inspector, than the scale of the Superannuation Act admitted, appears 
to be founded on a higher rate having been given in the case of the abolition of 
offices consequent ou the consolidation of the Customs and Excise of England, 
Scotland and Ireland ; but that Mr. Mahon cannot establish his claim on that 
ground for two reasons : 

1st, Because the Government have always deemed the arrangements for dis- 
posing of the officers whose situations were abolished in the Customs and Excise 
by this important measure to be special, and such as ought not to be applied to any. 
other cases of abolition of office in the Revenue Departments ; and 

2dly, Because the abolition of Mr. D’Arcy Mahon’s office of Inspector of Stamp 
Duties took place before and, without reference to the consolidation of the Boards 
of Stamps in Great Britain and Ireland. Under these circumstances, my Lords 
cannot entertain his application. 
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MEMORANDUM respecting the other Provisional Commissioners of Stamps 
in Ireland. 

They were as follow : 

1. Mr. William Campbell, who held the appointment of Comptroller of Legacy 
Duties previous to his appointment as Provisional Commissioner in Ireland, and 
who continued in that situation until his death. 

2. Mr. Jonathan L. Cooper, who, on the breaking up of the Provisional Board, 
was appointed Comptroller-general of Stamps in Ireland, with a salary of gool. 
per annum. Mr. Cooper, at the time of his being appointed a Provisional Com- 
missioner of' Stamps in Ireland, was Acting Receiver-general of Customs and 
Excise. 
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